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this manner the whole lower part of the uterus is compressed, partly by its ante- 
tlcxed position, partly also by the action of tho hands, and especially by the 
thumb of the right hand. Klotz 1ms used this method in two cases. Pressure 
was kept up for half an hour in one, and forty-five minutes in tho other case: in 
both cases the hemorrhage was arrested perfectly.— Bull. Gin. de Thirap 
May 80 , 1883. 


Metria. 

At the meeting of the Academy of Medicine in Ireland, on Fcbrunry 23d, Dr. 
Attiiill rend a paper on metria (so-called puerperal lover). He said that our 
knowledge of tho various affections included by the Registrar-General under the 
term metria, still far from perfect, had of late been steadily increasing. It was 
now all but universally conceded (t) tlmt there was no such single disease as 
puerperal fever properly so-called, that is, a specific disease in the sumo sense ns 
scarlatina or smallpox; (2) that inoculation and absorption of septic matter con¬ 
veyed from without formed a not unfrequent cause of one form of metria, viz., 
puerperal scpticromia; and (3) that pucrporio frequently became self-inoculatcd 
by poisonous material generated within their own bodies, cither by the decompo¬ 
sition of retained clots or shreds of membranes or placenta, the resulting fever 
being bysouio called puerperal sapnemia, in contradistinction to septicnmiin. 
Ho held that the scpticiemic form of metria could only be communicated from 
one puerperal woman to another by the actual transfer of tho pathogenic matter, 
either by tbo hands ot an attendant, or the nozzle of u syringe, sponges, napkins, 
etc., but not by tho medium of the air. To two points he drew special attention: 
tho frequent occurrence of metria in puerperal women preyed upon by remorse 
or mental distress; and the occasional outbreak of a very fatal, infectious, and 
essentially epidemic form of metria which, he believed, could not be due to septic 
nbsorption. Tho influence of remorse nml mental distress in predisposing to tho 
disease was well seen in the high mortality attending puerpcrality in women who 
had been seduced; and if such eases were excluded, ho thought that the mortality 
of the Rotunda Hospital would only amount to one-half its present rate. Here 
fretting and a quickened pulse were the earliest symptoms of danger, a severe 
form of metria manifesting itself after twenty-four hours. These cases of metria 
were usunlly due to self-inoculation, the putrid matter finding a ready inlet be- 
cause of tho deficient post-partum contraction of the uterus in such patients. 
Occasional outbreaks of au epidemic and very infectious form of metria wero 
also known to occur, tho disease spreading widely among the inmates of u hos¬ 
pital. Ho could not accept Dr. Kvory Kennedy’s explanation of these outbreaks 
ns due to the aggregation of puerperal women, nor could bo admit their septic 
origin, since septic material was not communicable through the air. Ho held, 
rather, that these outbreaks, occurring simultaneously with epidemics or other 
zymotic fevers, were really examples of these zymotics, specially modified by the 
physiological state of puerperal women. Tho infection of erysipelas could thus 
induee un attack of infectious metria in n puerperal woman; while, conversely, 
such a form of metria could impart erysipelas to her oilspring. In the summary, 
scarlatina grafted on a puerpera might result in metria and not in scarlatina. 
This infectious form of metria tending to ossuino nn epidemic character, was, 
therefore, to be considered ns consisting of specially modified cases of tho pre¬ 
valent zymotic disease. 

As strengthening this view, Dr. Atthill noticed tho fuct that, in his experience, 
bronchitis or pneumonia occurring in a puerperal patient was likely to be com¬ 
plicated by abdominal symptoms of the same kind as those which wero seen in 
puerperal septic fever. Ihesc views he exemplified by a history of 6ueh nn cpi- 
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domic of infectious fever, occurring in the Rotunda Hospital in August last, and 
which, in the author's opinion, depended for its origin and infectious character 
upon an imported case of typhoid fever in a puerperal patient. The outbreak 
was completely stamped out by closing and thoroughly disinfecting tho hospital 
for a fortnight. The severe symptoms and rapidly fatal course of this epidemic 
form of metria, differed essentially from tho more insidious und less powerful 
progress of puerperal septicterain, on the characteristics of which he dwelt at 
length, emphasizing tho good prognostic import of a furred, ns opposed to a 
glazed and cracked tongue, during its progress. Diarrhoea, ho thought, was in 
such cnsca by no means to be considered an unmixed evil. In discussing tho 
treatment of the different forms of metria, lie observed that, while nil but useless 
in the epidemic form, it was often of great service in the septicemic cases. 

Ho formulated the following conclusions as founded on his experience: 1. A 
disease of a highly infectious nature, differing essentially in its symptoms and 
course from that the result of septic poisoning, and eapablo of being propagated 
in tho samo manner as other zymotic diseases, occurs from time to time among 
puerperal women. 2. This disease originated from tho introduction into the 
system of a puerperal woman of the infection of some well-known zymotic discaso, 
such ns erysipelas, scarlatina, typhus, and probably typhoid fever, the action of 
tho infection being modified by the peculiar state of tho system and of the blood 
which exists in puerperal women, and tbut it, therefore, develops in them an 
apparently totally different disease. 8. The disease thus originating cap bo 
stamped out with as great case, and by tho same means as are known to bo effi¬ 
cacious in tho case of ordinary zymotic diseases. He was Satisfied, however, that 
the majority of cases of so-called puerperal fever are the results of septic poison¬ 
ing ; such form of the disease not being capable of spreading through the air— 
Brit, Med. Journal, April 28, 1888. 

Vaseline in Obstetrics. , 

The experiments of Kocii, in 1 881, showed not only that vaselino had no anti¬ 
septic property, but thnt carbolic acid, when mixed with it or oil, lost tho anti¬ 
septic power which it had. But if the mixturo is made in tho presence of wntcr or 
of tissues containing water in abundance, about one-fourth of the carbolic acid is 
freed from tho mixturo and partly recovers its antiseptic properties. When cur- 
bolizcd oil or vaselino is carried by tho cxploring-fingor into tho vagina, a burning 
sensation is produced, much more intonse with vnsclino than with oil; this seems 
to prove thut vaseline moro readily gives up the carbolic acid than oil. In a 
gynecological or obstetrical examination carbolizcd vaselino or oil coming in con¬ 
tact, both with the finger of tho examiner and with tho tissues and secretory pro- 
ducts of the vagina, exercises a certain degree of antisepsis, which, though slight, 
is sufficient if tho bund of the examiner has been previously well washed with an 
antiseptic lluid. Carbolizcd vaseline then can only ho replaced in obstetrical prac¬ 
tice by some agent which may bo preferable to it antiseptically, and at present 
there are no well-grounded reasons for abandoning it. Folding claims many ad¬ 
vantages for paraffin containing 4 parts to 100 of carbolic acid. It is ordinarily 
supposed that carbolic acid evaporates moro readily from a solution than water, 
but SchUcking lias shown that this is an error. In any solution containing both 
water and carbolic acid tho water evaporates Boonest.— Centralbl. /Ur Oynecolo - 
gie, March 10, 1883. 

Vaccination during Pregnancy ; its Effect in the Fcelus. 

A recent number of tho Zeitsckri/l /Ur GeburtschUlfe und Gyndkologie con¬ 
tains a laborious articlo by Dr. Carl Beum, of Berlin, on the above subject. 



